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RIGHT CHOICE

PHONES

n our September 2010 issue, we reviewed which
Ilow—end mobile phones were most suitable for

students and homemakers. Most Right Choice
mobile phones featured in this section cost under
10,000, making them great value for money and a
good option if you are on a tight budget.

They might be low on specifications. Few, such as the
Nokia 5230, are able to access the internet. With
another Nokia model, the 6303 Classic, you can
access the internet but you'll be surfing in the slow
lane as it doesn’t have 3G or Wi-Fi.

However, if you use your phone mainly for basic
tasks such as text messaging and calling, these
models are a good bet. Except for the Nokia 5030
XpressRadio, all the phones in this section come
with a music player as well as a camera.

Because these phones were reviewed under a
different test programme, their overall scores are
not directly comparable with the scores for the
phones featured in the other sections of this
guide. The ratings and review themselves remain
accurate.

RIGHT CHOICE
LOW-END PHONES

79% NOKIA 5230

For call clarity
37,399

The Nokia 5230 has a 3.2-inch touchscreen and weighs
114g. Essential phone performance is impressive: calls
sound clear and reception is good. The Nokia 5230 is also
easy to use and has a long-lasting battery. Although the
camera is only 2Mp, photos taken in daylight look great. The
phone also has a great FM radio and music player. Surfing
the web drains the phone’s battery quickly — we clocked just
over 2.5 hours on a full charge.

8% SAMSUNG S7220 ULTRA CLASSIC

For user-friendly features
12,500

The Samsung S7220 is easy to use. It is a candy bar phone
that's capable and feature-rich, but not too showy. It has
reasonable phone sound quality and reception. Its MP3
player sounds fine - and it comes with a radio. This phone
also comes with built-in GPS, and can access email and the
internet. It's a quad-band (uses multiple frequencies for
communication) model. However, it's not Wi-Fi-compatible.
This phone supports video streaming and video calls. It
comes with a 5Mp camera with autofocus and face and
smile detection. Picture quality and battery life are good,
and hands-free calls are possible.
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17%NOKIA 6303 CLASSIC

For good reception
36,299

The Nokia 6303 Classic is a mid-range mobile phone that offers
excellent everyday performance . The phone has a long-lasting
battery and excellent reception, making it a good choice if you've
previously struggled to get a signal. Sound quality on calls is average,
though it struggles a bit when there’s loud background noise. The
3.2Mp autofocus camera is pretty good, considering the cost of the
phone. It takes impressive pictures in good light and while it struggles
in poor light (most mobiles do), the dual LED flash helps a little.

7% NOKIA 5530 XPRESS MUSIC

For good sound quality
39,999

The phone has a touchscreen with a virtual Qwerty keypad, and its
handwriting recognition software can identify finger or pen writing.
As the name suggests, it has a built-in FM radio and MP3 player
that's easy to use. It comes with an autofocus 3.2Mp camera. The
5530 also has internet connectivity, which includes Wi-Fi, and
comes with a full-featured internet browser. Setting up the email
server and sending and receiving emails is quite easy.

79% LG GW300

For social messaging
34,899

LG hopes to attract teenage users with the GW300's budget price
and social messaging options. The Qwerty keypad is great for
writing texts and emails and the phone comes with a pre-installed
Facebook application. The GW300 has also adopted the ‘threaded’
messaging format.The phone is easy to use and has a long-lasting
battery. The 2Mp camera is a basic model that lacks autofocus, but
the music player is good.
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5% NOKIA 5030 XPRESSRADIO

For good battery life
%1,699

The XpressRadio is Nokia’s first phone with an internal FM radio
antenna - this allows you to listen to radio via the loudspeaker. The
phone is light. Its small size means the display is small too. Screen
resolution is low also, and therefore lacks detail. In our tests, we
found that this model offered fantastic reception. So if you've
struggled to get a signal in the past, it could be a good option.
Battery life is excellent: around 11 hours of talktime. Sound quality is
reasonable but falls away when there’s loud background noise.

74%NOKIA 3720 CLASSIC

For durability
38,375

Nokia claims that the 3720 Classic is resistant to shocks, water and
dust, and it performed well in our durability tests. The traditional
candybar design and stainless steel finish make it look like an
advanced phone, but underneath, it's fairly basic. It has a small 2.2-
inch, 320x240 pixel display and weighs a reasonable 94g. It's
extremely easy to use and has a long-lasting battery. It also offers
good reception. The 2Mp camera is basic and, though it has an LED
flash, pictures taken at night are disappointing.

4% NOKIA X3

For overall performance
36,799

The X3 weighs 104g and has a tiny 2.2-inch screen, with three
dedicated music keys on the left-hand side and a 3.5mm headphone
jack on the top. Our tests revealed that calls sound clear and the
phone is good at picking up a signal. The Nokia X3 is simple to
operate and has a long-lasting battery. The small display and slow
internet access mean that this phone isn't suitable for prolonged
web-browsing. For that reason we haven't put it through our full
internet test.
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RIGHT CHOICE

SMARTPHONES

We tested a wide range of smartphones to bring you the

Right Choices in this cutting-edge category

2% APPLE IPHONE 3GS 8GB

327,500
For internet speed

The iPhone 3GS looks identical to its predecessor, the iPhone
3G, weighs the same hefty 135g and is dominated by a large
7.5x5¢m crystal-clear touchscreen. We found that the new
battery gave between nine and 10 hours of talk time on a
non-3G network and six hours on the more power-hungry
3G network. However, the iPhone’s camera upgrade is more
modest, moving from 2Mp to 3Mp - and we found little
improvement in picture quality. An important improvement
is that the new phone is far more resistant to water damage.
We found that sound quality on calls is very impressive, even
when there’s loud background noise.

68% NOKIA N97

322,500
For impressive battery

The N97 handset is controlled via a large 3.5-inch, extremely
sharp touchscreen, which worked well in testing. However, it
is a resistive touchscreen, so you sometimes have to press a
key quite hard for it to register. It also has a full, slide-out
Qwerty keypad, which makes typing easy, although it adds
to the handset's size and weight. The N97 has a long-lasting
1500mAh battery. In our tests, it provided 5.5 hours of talk
time when on a 3G network with medium reception levels. It
comes with a large 32GB memory, but at 148g, it isn't the
most portable model. The 5Mp autofocus camera, with Carl
Zeiss lens, is impressive. The built-in music player is easy to
use and comes with an integrated FM transmitter. However,
the supplied headphones are disappointing.
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65% BLACKBERRY TORCH 9800

%35,000
For new operating system

The Torch's 3.2-inch touchscreen is bigger than most BlackBerry
displays. The resolution, however, is just 480x360 pixels, lower than
rivals like the iPhone 4. Its key features are a redesigned user
interface with five homescreens and new icons. Battery life is about
average and gives nearly four hours of talk time from a full charge at
medium reception levels. The 5Mp autofocus camera clicks decent
pictures. The Torch has a 624MHz processor, which lacks the power of
the 1GHz Snapdragon processors found on some of its rivals.

65% NOKIA N97 MINI

20,499
For advanced features

The N97 Mini is a slimmed-down, cheaper version of Nokia's N97.
However, weighing a whopping 139g, it’s hardly ‘mini’ It has a 3.2-
inch display and runs the Symbian S60 operating system (5th
edition). This lets you customise the homescreen with a range of
widgets. The Nokia N97 Mini is designed for messaging, with a
Qwerty keypad and push email, delivering your messages instantly.
The phone has high-speed web connectivity with its HSDPA (High-
Speed Downlink Packet Access) compatibility.

65% SAMSUNG GALAXY S 8GB

327,000
For excellent touchscreen

The Samsung Galaxy S has a 480x800 pixel, Super Amoled capacitive
touchscreen. It provides great image quality, is less reflective than
many other screens, and supports ‘multi-touch’ gestures. The phone
has a powerful and long-lasting battery. The sound quality on calls is
less impressive and it struggles when there’s loud background noise.
The phone runs on Google’s Android 2.1. The powerful 1GHz
processor keeps everything running smoothly, while the HSDPA
(3.5G) and Wi-Fi connections ensure fast web access.
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68% NOKIA X6

For large built-in memory
13,500
This high-end smartphone packed with a bright

3.2-inch capacitive touchscreen and 8GB built-in memory (though,
with no card slot, you can’t add to this). Its battery that gave nearly
four hours of talk time when we tested it at medium reception
levels and recharged in less than two hours. It runs the Symbian
v9.4 Series 60 operating system, and has access to the Nokia Ovi
store for downloading apps. The 5Mp autofocus camera is
impressive, although shutter delay is a problem unless you
remember to pre-focus.

63% HTC WILDFIRE

15,200

The HTC Wildfire runs on the Android 2.1 operating system coupled
with HTC's simple-to-use Sense interface. This means it has seven
homescreens that you can customise with short cuts and live feeds
such as Friend Stream. This brings together all your friends’
Facebook, Twitter and Flickr updates in one place. However, sound
quality isn't brilliant and battery life could be better. The 5Mp
autofocus camera with an LED flash gives average picture quality.
The music player is straightforward and the supplied headphones
are OK.

ar% NOKIA Cé

312,999 b .l
The Nokia C6 has a 3.2-inch touchscreen that uses the cheaper ® v & -
resistive technology. It runs on Nokia’s Symbian S60 operating ]
system, so you can download applications from Nokia’s Ovi Store.
Calls made from the C6 were clear, but calls received weren't as
good. At medium reception levels, we got 209 minutes of talk time
from a full battery charge. Recharging took under two hours. The
5Mp autofocus camera comes with an LED flash, is easy to use and
image quality is above average. It can browse the web at high speed
and is Wi-Fi enabled.
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99% LG OPTIMUS (GT540)

311,999

The LG Optimus is a
relatively cheap
smartphone. The 3-inch
touchscreen with a
320x480 pixel
resolution looks sharp,
but to save money LG
has used cheaper
resistive technology.
The battery life is impressive - it gave us 283
minutes of talk time at medium reception
levels. The Optimus has a basic 3Mp
autofocus camera, an FM radio and the usual
multimedia player. The Optimus comes
equipped with a relatively old version of
Android (1.6).

53% SONY ERICSSON XPERIA
X10 MINI PRO

317,865

This tiny smartphone
weighs just 119g but
finds space to include
a full sliding Qwerty
keypad. This helps
when typing, though
the keys are small. The
phone runs on
Android 1.6. The
battery charges quickly (139 minutes) but
only provided 191 minutes of talk time at
medium reception levels. The small (2.6-
inch) screen size affects usability. Sound
quality is also unimpressive. It has a 5Mp
camera, with good picture quality.

55% NOKIA ES

310,599

This email-orientated
Nokia has a Qwerty
phone design, with a
large keypad below a
small (2.4-inch) screen.
It runs on Nokia’s
familiar Symbian S60
operating system.

We found that the
small homescreen could
be hard to read and could get overfilled
with icons and text. The battery is
impressive — at medium reception levels, we
got over four and a half hours of talk time
from a full charge. On the back of the phone
is a 5SMp camera that lacks an autofocus.

90% BLACKBERRY
CURVE 3G 9300

318,600

This reasonably priced
smartphone makes
emailing a breeze,
weighs just 104g, and
is Wi-Fi enabled. But
its small (2.5-inch)
screen makes surfing
the web difficult. The
phone comes with
Facebook and Twitter applications. The
Qwerty keypad is helpful for writing text
messages and emails.Sound quality is fairly
average, and calls sound muffled when
there’s loud background noise. The camera
is a basic 2Mp model that lacks autofocus.
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INDIAN PHONES

Low on features, these Indian phones were the cheapest but

also fared the worst on test

Our latest round of tests included five
Indian phones — one each from Videocon,
Micromax, Spice, Fly and Lava. Most of
these mobiles fared badly, mainly due to
their lack of features, and none of them
was worthy of being a Right Choice.
None of the mobiles was 3G-capable.
All but one had a camera, but none of the
cameras had a flash or autofocus, which
made them quite useless. All the phones
had music players, and the quality of

44% LAVA B2

33,999

Lava’s B2 was the
top-scoring Indian
phone. At 118g, it is
also one of the
heaviest phones we
tested. The 2.2-inch
display is large,
though its
resolution is very
poor. It comes with a
Qwerty keypad. The phone’s sound quality
was much better than that of the rest of the
Indian phones on test. It was the only phone
to get three stars in this category. It also
scored better than the others on call clarity.
Battery life is decent - the phone gives
around 4.5 hours of talk time on a full
charge. A big drawback of the Lava B2,
however, is its lack of a camera.
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sound was decent on some of the models.
However, they all had tiny internal
memories, forcing you to buy memory
cards to store your music. On the upside,
these mobile phones are much cheaper
than their foreign counterparts. For
example, the Lava B2 costs 33,999, almost
one-tenth the price of the top-scoring
iPhone 3GS. So if you're on a budget and
not looking for tons of fancy features,
these phones could be worth a look.

42+ SPICE QT-66

34,781

Spice came in
second of the
Indian phones for
its dual-SIM QT-66.
This mobile phone
has a larger screen
and better display
resolution than the
Lava B2. The phone
also comes with a
2Mp camera. However, without a flash and
autofocus, the picture quality is poor. It has
a good battery, giving our testers just
under five hours of talk time. The mobile
phone also got an above-average score for
portability. But its music player performed
very poorly in our tests.

40% FLY B430

33,490

One of the lighter phones on test, the Fly B430 weighs a little over
100g. It is also one of the smaller phones, with a 2.2-inch display. This
makes it very portable. Unfortunately, this is where the pros end. The
Fly has a tiny internal memory (10 MB). Even though its music player
is better than that of the other Indian phones, the small memory
makes it pretty useless unless you buy an external memory card. The
1.3Mp camera, which has no flash or autofocus, produced the worst
pictures in our tests.

39% MICROMAX Q7 EZPAD

35,500

Weighing a mere 89g, the Micromax Q7 Ezpad is the lightest Indian
phone on test, which makes it very easy to carry around. It comes
with a 2Mp camera and video recorder. Pictures are decent at best.
The phone’s two major drawbacks are sound quality and the music
player. However, it has a fantastic battery, which gave us more than
five hours of talk time - more than that of some of the foreign mobile
phones tested. The internal memory is very small (around 80MB), but
it supports up to 4GB of external memory.

33% VIDEOCON V1675

33,800

As its score suggests,the Videocon V1675 is a poor phone. Weighing
1264, it is heavier than some of the foreign phones on test. The one
area where it did outdo other Indian phones is on internal memory
(130 MB), though this is hardly anything to write home about. The
phone has a 2Mp camera with an LED flash and a VGA front camera.
However, it performed poorly in our tests, getting only two stars for
picture quality. It also comes with a music player, but the sound
quality is bad and it is very difficult to use.
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WHAT IS AN APP?

Mobile phone applications, or
apps, offer a multitude of utilities.
While Apple has iPhone App store
for its users, other stores include
Android Marketplace, BlackBerry
App World and Nokia Ovi, as well
as several third-party platforms.

Some apps are mobile
versions of websites, others
include fun apps like the free |
Parked Here to remind you where
you've parked, and business apps
like Readdledocs - to forward

WHAT IS AN S
OPERATING SYSTEM?

Find out about the software that runs your phone

Mobile phones run on operating systems
much like PCs and laptops do. We take a
look at some popular apps that run on
these systems.

SYMBIAN BY SYMBIAN
FOUNDATION

Symbian, Ee Ty ——
because of its IP“-? o .
association with QI';_‘BEB

Nokia, is the |Gaee R

most popular B

operating system. It offers all the now-
common smartphone features, like email,
web and a host of good applications, like
Gmail for Mobile. It also enables you to
add your own applications. However,
despite being around for a whole decade,
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it is still more complex than a BlackBerry
or the iPhone.

B Application: Fring

Fring is an instant messenger client that
supports Skype, Yahoo, MSN, Google
Talk, AIM and Twitter. It also has a
feature that allows you to send files over
the internet.

WINDOWS MOBILE BY MICROSOFT
Windows Mobile runs on phones from a
wide variety of manufacturers (HTC
Touch HD, Sony Xperia X1) and comes in
both touchscreen and non-touchscreen
versions. However, it isn’t the best at
navigation and even though it’s designed
for business professionals, its interface
isn’t the easiest to understand.

B Application:
SPB Insight
SPB Insight is a
news reader that
provides full-text
articles with
pictures for handy
and fast offline reading. More advanced
than RSS readers that come with the HTC
Diamond, Insight lets you take control
over each feed. For every feed, you can
choose to download the images, specify
how many feeds should be downloaded
and which connection should be used.

IPHONE OS 4.0 BY APPLE
The iPhone OS 4.0 gives the phone a host
of new capabilities, including the eagerly
awaited ability to run several applications
at once, or multi-
task. The new
iPhone OS 4
helps users
organise apps
with the creation
of folders. By
dragging one app .
over a second, the iPhone will
automatically create a folder with the two
apps in. iPhone users will be able to
access a Unified Inbox when using the
new iPhone OS 4. This tool will bring
together emails from all of the user’s
separate email accounts into a single
inbox. The new OS will show text
conversations in a threaded format.
B Application: OneTrip

Shopping List
Instead of writing down a list of what
you're going to buy at the grocery store,
you can make a grocery list on your

RIGHT CHOICE

iPhone using this excellent interface.
Once you find the item, just add it to your
list. You can also tick the items once
you've bought them.

BLACKBERRY BY RIM
Research in Motion’s
BlackBerry has
long been considered
the best phone for
email, largely due to its
excellent keyboard. The
OS is really easy to use,
with everything very
well arranged.
B Application: Vlingo’s Voice
Recognition
While Blackberry does come with Voice
recognition software, it doesn’t have the
capabilities of Vlingo’s Voice Recognition.
You can dial a number by simply saying a
name, and perform web searches with it.
You can also launch Apps and compose
entire emails and text messages by simply
talking into the device.

ANDROID BY GOOGLE

Unlike the BlackBerry, iPhone and
Windows Mobile, software developers can
do as they please on the backend with
Android. It’s this that makes Android so
attractive. While developed for only the
G1 at first, it’s now available on all kinds
of phones — touchscreen and qwerty.

B Application: PicSay

PicSay is an award-winning photo editor,
which allows you to be creative with your
pictures. You improve them with color
correction, and liven them up with paint,
word balloons and props or have fun with
distortions, cutouts and special effects.
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3G technology is faster but also more expensive. Find out

whether it is worth your while

3G stands for ‘third generation’ and is the
name given to a collection of mobile
phone networks that succeeded 2G
networks. The main difference between
2G and 3G networks, from the user’s
point of view, is that 3G networks enable
much faster data transfer speed, allowing
you to surf the internet and download
media at quicker speeds. For example, the
Tata DoCoMo website states that a
700MB movie can be downloaded in just
23 seconds. However, it also states the
downloading speed depends on the
handset, the content being downloaded
and the network status.

Nine telecom providers will be
providing 3G services in India. The
government-owned telecom companies,
MTNL and BSNL, have been providing
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3G services for almost a year now. Of the
private players, Tata DoCoMo, Reliance
Communications (RCom) and Airtel have
already launched their services. Vodafone
and Idea plan to launch theirs in the first
quarter of this year. Aircel and Stel have
not yet given a date for launching 3G
services.

PLANS AVAILABLE

According to research firm Crisil, despite
the late launch of 3G in India, the country
will have 100 million 3G subscribers in
five years.

RCom offers several 3G data
packages, starting from 3100 for 100MB a
month and going up to 2,100 for a
whopping 21GB a month. It also offers
combo packs for prepaid and postpaid

users such as 3299 for 200MB, 300 voice
minutes and 100 SMS for a month.

Tata DoCoMo’s 3G customers pay
0.66-1.1 paisa a second for voice calls,
which is roughly the same as the one
paisa a second that Tata’s 2G customers
paid in 2010. They also get between
250MB (enough to watch three hours of
video) and 2GB (23 hours of video) of
data, depending on the package they buy.
Prices range from 3500 to 32,000 a
month.

MTNL'’s postpaid plans start at ¥99 a
month, for which you get 130MB of data,
and go up to 32,500 a month for 25GB of
data and 300 minutes of video calling.

BENEFITS OF 36
VIDEO CALLING

With video calling, you can view both
yourself and the person you've called in
high-quality, real-time video. But for
making a video call, you and the person
you are calling, need a 3G-enabled
handset, that is one which has a front
camera. The service is available for both

prepaid as well as postpaid tarrif plans but

the cost for video calls differs from that of
regular voice calls, so check the rates
offered by your service provider.

FASTER UPLOADS-DOWNLOADS

Uploading and downloading large music
and video files is realistically possible
using 3G. At 384 kbps, you would be able
to download a song in around eight
seconds, whereas with the typical 2G
speed of around 236kbps it would take
around 14 seconds.

Video calling charges are 60 paisa a
minute. You are charged 31 for every 1MB
of data used. Prepaid plans range from
%99 for 130MB of data to ¥2,500 for 25GB
of data and 150 minutes of video calling.
Video call charges are ¥1.80 a minute and
31 for 1MB of data.

BSNL’s cheapest postpaid plan
ranges from 399 a month to 31,500 a
month, for which you get 1 GB of data.
Video call charges are 70 paisa a minute
and %0.01 for 10KB of data. The prepaid
plans range from 3275 for 512MB, to
31,499 for unlimited data. It also offers a
trial pack — 121 for 300MB - that’s valid
for 15 days. The activation fee is T51.

ONLINE GAMES

With 3G, you will be able to more quickly
download and play graphics-heavy online
games such as Need For Speed on the
move.

VIDEO STREAMING

Although video streaming is possible with
GPRS, it is extremely slow. 3G ensures that
video streaming websites such as YouTube
and Dailymotion operate smoothly.
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KEEPING

YOUR PHONE

SECURE

Mobile phones are easy targets for thieves
and, given how much we rely on them, a
lost handset can cost you more than just
money. Here are some ways you can keep
your phone safe.

Don’t leave it in your car: Most

1 phones are stolen from vehicles. If

you must leave it behind, make sure

you put it in the glove box.

handset’s security lock (PIN) code,

ideally set to automatically activate
after five minutes of inactivity, as this will
stop thieves from being able to use it.
Check your phone’s manual to find out
how to set the security lock.

2 Use the phone lock: Use your

a note of your mobile phone’s

unique 15-digit IMEI number. This
is usually printed under the phone battery,
or can be accessed by keying *#06# into
most phones. If a mobile phone is stolen,
this number helps your service provider
block access to the phone.

Restrict your Bluetooth usage:
Turn off Bluetooth when not using

it. Blue-jacking, in which hackers

3 Record the IMEI number: Keep
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send anonymous messages to other phone
users who've left their Bluetooth switched
on, is essentially harmless, but still an
invasion of your privacy.

Watch out for viruses: Don’t
5 click on links in suspicious SMSes or

emails. If you have a smartphone
with internet access, be careful of opening

attachments or clicking on links to
potentially malicious websites.

smartphone, make sure its operating

system and browser are updated to
the latest versions and patched with any
security upgrades. Check your handset
manufacturer’s website for updates that
could improve your phone’s security.

6 Update your phone: If you have a

RIGHT CHOICE

MAKING THE MOST
OF YOUR MOBILE

Few mobile phones, if any, are just about calls and SMSes.
Learn more about your phone’s music player and camera

LISTENING TO MUSIC

Mobile phones can be great for
entertainment on the move — most have an
FM radio and can play music downloaded
from your computer. Podcasts — clips from
radio and TV programmes — are also
becoming popular.

HOW TO DOWNLOAD MUSIC FROM ’
YOUR COMPUTER

Many people enjoy listening to songs they've
transferred to their phone from their
computer. These tracks will either have
been imported from CDs or downloaded
from a service such as iTunes. To import
from a CD, called ripping, first place
your CD in the computer in order to
create music files on your computer.
Next, choose your ripping options.
Choose the file format (eg MP3

or WMA) and the quality level,

MAXIMISE BATTERY LIFE

B Turn off vibration and keytones to B Use your phone for calls only.
enhance battery life. B Close applications when not in use

B Lower screen brightness. (especially on smartphones).
Turn your backlight setting down. B Keep it out of the heat.

B Turn off Bluetooth and B When your phone is done charging,
Wi-Fi. unplug it.
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called bitrate. A bitrate offering decent
sound quality is 128kbps. 192kbps gives
you slightly better sound quality, but the
file size will be larger.

Once you have music files on your
computer, transfer them to your phone.
You can connect the phone with a USB
cable, or use a memory card reader on
your computer to copy the files onto the
phone’s memory card, or do it wirelessly
with Bluetooth — though we’d
recommend one of the first two methods.
Sometimes, you'll need to install the
phone’s software CD to help you copy the
files across.

TAKING PHOTOS

Taking a picture with your camera phone
is usually straightforward. If you plan to
take a lot of pictures, choose a phone with
alarge internal memory or a memory
card slot. 1GB of memory will store
around 1,500 2Mp photos.

HOW TO TAKE PHOTOS
With some models, switching to
camera mode is as simple as sliding
open the lens cover or pressing a
dedicated camera button. In other
cases, you may need to browse your
phone’s main menu to locate the
camera function. If your phone
doesn’t have a dedicated shutter
button, taking a photo might simply
require pressing the ‘Enter’ or ‘Select’
button on the keypad.
If your handset has two lenses, one on
the front and one on the rear, the one
on the rear is better for still photos.
Once it’s in camera mode, you should
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find that certain buttons on your
phone assume photographic
functions. Left and right menu
buttons, for example, may now control
zoom in/zoom out.

A useful function, although available
on very few phones, is the flash — it
helps you take good quality pictures at
night. Another useful feature is the
optical zoom, although this is also still
very rare on camera phones. With
optical zoom, you don’t lose picture
quality, unlike digital zoom (much
more common).

HOW TO SHARE PHOTOS

Picture messaging: One of the best
things about camera phones is how
easy they make it for you to share your
photos. The simplest way to do this is
by picture message — if your phone
allows it. Whenever you take a photo,
one of the first options you'll be

presented with is ‘Send’. This will let
you zap the photo straight to the
mobile phone of your chosen
recipient. Remember that most service
providers charge you for sending
picture messages. Also, the person
you're sending the photo to has to
have a phone that can receive picture
messages.

Email: You can also send your photos
to people via email, either using your
phone’s built-in email service (if
you've set one up) or by transferring
your images to a computer first.
Websites and DVDs: Once your
pictures are on your PC, you can share
them in several other ways, such as
posting them on a photo-sharing
website like Flickr or creating a
slideshow DVD using Windows Photo
Gallery (for Windows Vista users) or
iPhoto (for Mac users).

HOW TO UPLOAD PHOTOS

TO YOUR COMPUTER
USB cable: To transfer photos from
your camera phone to your PC, you
need to connect the two devices. The
usual way to do this is with a USB
cable. If your mobile didn’t come with
a USB cable in the box, you'll need to
refer to the manufacturer to get the
right one.
Bluetooth: Most phones are
Bluetooth compatible, so if your
computer also supports Bluetooth, you
could transfer data between them
wirelessly without a USB cable.
Memory cards: Alternatively, if you
save your photos to a removable
memory card in your phone, you could

simply pop this out and slot it into a
memory card reader whenever you
want to transfer photos.

TAKING VIDEO

The quality of video taken on a mobile
phone is poor when seen on a full-size TV
screen, but it’s fine for posting on
YouTube. Video uses up considerably
more memory than still photos, so you
should definitely consider a memory card
if you plan to record a lot of moving
pictures and your internal memory is
small.

HOW TO RECORD VIDEO
To record video on your camera
phone, set your handset to camera
mode and then switch from still photo
to video mode. It’s usually fairly
obvious how to do this, either on-
screen or from the main camera
menu — look for an icon symbolising
either a movie camera or a frame of
celluloid film.

HOW TO SHARE VIDEO
Video messaging: Most mobile
networks offer a video messaging
service, which works like a video
version of picture messaging. After
you have recorded a clip, there should
be a ‘Send’ short cut available. If not,
navigate to where your video is saved,
select your clip and choose ‘Send’ from
there. If you have set up an email
account on your mobile phone, you
will be able to send your video this
way, too. As with photos, there will be
additional costs.
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| USING THE TABLE

We tested the most popular mobile
phones in India. Right Choices are
highlighted in red. The more stars
the better.

TEST PERFORMANCE

Overall phone Based on ease of use
of the phone (47%); sound quality
(27%) when calling and the

quality of reception in weak signal
areas; battery life (18%) while
talking, using the internet, and on
standby; and versatility of the
phone (9%).

Camera Quality of photographs
taken under different light
conditions, shutter delay, display
quality, and features.

Music player Rating based on
sound quality of the player, ease of
use and features.

| USING THE TABLE

We tested low-end mobile phones.
Right Choices are marked in red. The
more stars the better.

TEST PERFORMANCE

Durability Shock resistance, water
resistance and display protection.
Calling Sound and reception quality.
Photos The quality of photos taken
under varying light conditions.

SMS Ease of writing SMSes.

Music Sound quality and features.
Internet Convenience of connection.
Battery Battery life on standby and
while talking and using the internet.
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